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Background

While occupational therapy is practiced in many countries, the way that occupational therapists are educated varies enormously. This is the case even in the countries where occupational therapy education programs are well established and recognized as meeting the educational standards set by the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT).  The WFOT recognises and supports that there are various educational levels for entry to the profession, which are dependant on regional regulations and standards. WFOT recognized entry-level programs around the world currently include those at diploma, baccalaureate degree, master’s degree and doctoral level. 
Different entry-level qualifications bring different strengths to professional practice, all of which are valuable to the clients and societies that occupational therapists serve. In addition, the way the profession is valued and supported by other health care providers can be influenced by the profession’s educational level.
Experience sharing

The paper will: 

i) discuss how the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (2002) Minimum Standards for the Education of Occupational Therapists may be translated into different cultural contexts 
ii) use examples to illustrate how the minimum standards can be achieved
iii) discuss how competency standards can be developed to describe the foundation knowledge required by a profession, especially drawing on the authors’ Australian experience
iv) use examples of competency standards from different countries as a basis for developing new educational programs, especially in countries where occupational therapy is not well established, and
v) outline potential issues related to the transferability of competencies, knowledge and skills between different countries.

Discussion
WFOT accreditation of a program can have many ongoing benefits to that program. However, developing occupational therapy programs to meet the WFOT standards can be challenging. This is particularly so in countries which have few academically qualified practitioners with higher degrees to teach these programs, and a shortage of practitioners who can support the minimum number of fieldwork hours required for WFOT accreditation. 
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