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 The Minimum Standards for the Education of Occupational Therapists were first developed in 1952 and provide a basis for international consistency and cohesiveness of occupational therapy practice, and recognition of occupational therapy qualifications internationally. They describe the essential things that occupational therapy educational programmes must include in order to be recognised by the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT). Having minimum standards for occupational therapy education has helped to ensure that occupational therapists worldwide have the same skills, knowledge and ways of working. This gives occupational therapy an international identity and also assists with the international recognition of occupational therapy qualifications. 

The WFOT Minimum Standards for the Education of Occupational Therapists (2002) require occupational therapy educational programmes to identify the knowledge, skills and attitudes that graduates will have when they hae completed their programme. The actual knowledge, skills and attitudes that graduates will have depends on the local health needs they have been prepared to address. However, all occupational therapists are expected to have substantial knowledge, skill and attitudes within the following five areas: (1) The person-occupation-environment relationship and the relationship of occupation to health, (2) therapeutic and professional relationships, (3) an occupational therapy process, (4) professional reasoning and behavior, and (5)the context of professional practice.

The starting points for the design and ongoing development of educational programmes is the identification of local knowledge and local context as well as  knowledge of occupational therapy internationally.  Building an occupational therapy educational programme on this knowledge will ensure that students that complete the programme have relevant knowledge, skills and attitudes for effective and competent practice. The aspects of the local context identified in the Minimum Standards include the local health and welfare needs that can be addressed by occupational therapy; the local occupations that contribute to health conditions as well as those that are health giving; the local health, welfare, disability, education, employment, justice, and arts and culture sectors that occupational therapists will work within or work with, and the legislation that governs the ways therapists work, including ways of promoting the new occupational therapy legislation for occupational locally relevant development of services.  One thousand hours of fieldwork practice are required to be completed per student.
This presentation will discuss details of these aspects of curriculum development for an occupational therapy education programme.

