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What and How Occupational Therapy Can Help During and After Disaster


This portion of the panel presentation will briefly review the actions taken by the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) and individual occupational therapists, occupational therapy assistants, and occupational therapy students after Hurricane Katrina.  Comparisons will be drawn about governmental responses after Hurricane Katrina and more recent Hurricanes.   A review of relevant research will be provided.  Based on this information, as well as official AOTA documents and interviews with persons impacted by Hurricane Katrina, the role of occupational therapy as a profession and the role for individual occupational therapy practitioners and students before, during, and after a disaster will be outlined.  The role will be described for occupational therapy practitioners who serve within the armed (e.g., Air Force) and public health services as well as for civilian occupational therapy practitioners.
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New Techniques and Developments in Occupational Therapy within the USA
This paper will provide an overview of developments in occupational therapy service delivery in the USA.  The second edition of the Occupational Therapy Practice Framework: Domain and Process (Framework) has recently been released (AOTA, 2008c).   Changes in this document from the first edition will be highlighted.  In addition, possible impacts of these changes on practice within the USA will be proposed.  At the last International Conference in China I highlighted occupational therapy’s role in driver rehabilitation and aging in place efforts as well as population-based initiatives, such as the AOTA Backpack campaign.  This time I will share information on community mobility efforts, which includes driving rehabilitation, the latest research on sensory integration as an intervention tool, and the impact of technology.  The use of technology such as the internet (Houlihan, DeJoie, & William, 2007) and the wii (2008a) continues to grow both in rehabilitation and health promotion.  A new population level approach aimed at enhancing the homework experience of children and parents will be highlighted (AOTA, 2008b). The importance of producing evidence for both traditional and new techniques also will be stressed.  
A brief update of the American Occupational Therapy Association’s (AOTA’s) current Centennial Vision initiative will conclude the paper.   This initiative was instituted in order to position the profession of occupational therapy for the 100th anniversary of AOTA in the year 2017.
Learning Objectives

At the end of the presentation, attendees will be able to:

1. Provide examples of current occupational therapy practice in the USA.

2. Understand the influence of technology, economic, and political factors on developments in occupational therapy service provision in the USA. 

3. Reflect upon workforce demands and factors that will shape the provision of occupational therapy services in China.
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Occupational Therapy Education within the USA

This paper will provide an overview of developments in occupational therapy education in the USA.  Educational degrees needed to enter the profession at each level of practice will be reviewed.  Data as to the number of colleges and universities offering programs in occupational therapy within the USA also will be provided.  Cultural, demographic, and economic trends impacting the potential future of occupational therapy education within the USA will be discussed.  A review of common teaching methodologies also will be shared.  The presentation will end with a description of the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) Educational Standards and AOTA’s model curriculum project.  The impact of each on occupational therapy education in the USA will be detailed.
Learning Objectives

At the end of the presentation, attendees will be able to:

1. Describe the current levels of occupational therapy education options in the USA.

2. Understand the influence of educational trends as well as the ACOTE Educational Standards and the AOTA  Occupational Therapy Practice Framework: Domain and Process on occupational therapy education in the USA. 
3. Reflect as to whether a model curriculum is appropriate for occupational therapy education in China.

4. Identify the benefits of professional education for the development of the full potential of occupational therapy in China

5. Explore potential future educational trajectories to meet workforce demands and health care needs in China.
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